
 

 

Best Practices for Differentiating in Bilingual Classrooms, Grades 6-8 
 
Dates & Times: This is a 2-hour online, asynchronous course, divided into 3 modules.  
       
COURSE DESCRIPTION:   
 
Teaching and differentiating in inclusive classrooms requires careful and flexible planning and 
creativity. Through design, re-design, and research-based, field tested strategy in inclusive 
classrooms, participants will invent and reinvent lessons using effective methods for 
differentiation, with a focus on ELL growth. Learning profiles, interest survey cognitive-friendly 
learning environments, SIOP strategies, tiered questioning and student "hooks" for rigorous 
learning application are some of the takeaways of this e-course. 
 
Student Learning Outcomes: 
 

• Create differentiated lessons for inclusive classrooms through design and strategy. 
• Practice	  with	  the	  strategies	  that	  lead	  to	  effective	  and	  diverse	  learning	  environments.	  
• Plan	  flexibly	  using	  tools,	  resources,	  and	  new	  strategy	  to	  address	  the	  needs	  of	  diverse	  

learners.	  
 
TEXTS, READINGS, INSTRUCTIONAL RESOURCES: 
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• Herrell, A. L., Jordan, M. (2015). 50 Strategies for Teaching English Language Learners. Upper Saddle River, NJ: 
Pearson. 

• Behazadi, A. and Sayadian, S. (2015) The Relevance of SLA Research to Language 
Teaching from Teachers‟ Perspective.  International Journal of Educational 
Investigations Vol.2, No.1: 19-24, 2015, (January) Available online 
@ http://www.ijeionline.com 

• Paradis, J. (2005). Grammatical morphology in children learning English as a second 
language: Implications of similarities with specific language impairment. Language, 
Speech, and Hearing Services in Schools, 36, 172-187. 

• Wright, W. (2015). Foundations for Teaching English Language Learners: Research, 
Theory, Policy, and Practice, 2nd ed. Philadelphia, PA: Caslon Publishing. 

• Rivera, C., & Collum, E. (Eds.). (2008). State assessment policy and practice for English 
language learners: A national perspective. Mahwah, NJ: Erlbaum. 

• Marzano, R. J. (2015). Creating and Using Learning Targets & Performance Scales: 
HowTeachers Make Better Instructional Decisions. Marzano Laboratories. 

• Marzano, R. J. (2015). Processing New Information: Classroom Techniques to Help 
Students Engage with Content. Marzano Laboratories. 

 
 

In order to receive a Passing grade, the participant must complete the following course 
requirements: 



 

 

• All discussion forums and/or scenario responses must include 1 original post to the 
question prompt and one to another student in the cohort. 

• All video viewed. When there are several video divided by grade-band, select the 
appropriate and view. 

• All books read in full, scrolling from beginning to end. 
• All practice lessons and/or activities complete. 
• All assignments complete (lessons or unit plans) 
• Certificates will not be printable until all of the above conditions have been met, with a 

passing grade issued by the instructor. 
  
Grade Scale: 

Grading will be Pass/Fail: A minimum score of 80% will be required to pass. 
 
 
 
 


